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Preface 

Bus to Bathinda – A Journey Where Every Passenger 

Carries a Secret 

By Devanssh Mehta 

Journeys possess a strange philosophical power. They are rarely defined merely by the 

distance between two geographical points. Instead, they are shaped by the invisible 

intersections of human stories, hidden intentions, unresolved conflicts, and silent 

transformations that unfold during the passage from one place to another. A bus journey, 

perhaps more than any other mode of travel, represents the democratic theatre of life. Within 

its narrow aisle and cramped seats, strangers temporarily become companions, and their 

destinies briefly intertwine. 

The idea for Bus to Bathinda emerged from a simple observation: India is a nation 

constantly in motion. Every day millions travel across highways, railways, and skies. Yet 

within these seemingly ordinary journeys lie extraordinary narratives—stories of ambition, 

betrayal, courage, hope, and truth. 

The bus traveling toward Bathinda in this novel is not merely a vehicle. It is a metaphorical 

corridor through which modern India passes. The passengers aboard this bus represent 

fragments of the contemporary Indian experience—individuals navigating a world where 

progress and corruption coexist, where dreams struggle against systemic obstacles, and where 

truth often hides beneath layers of deception. 

The characters Ajay, Simran, and Vibhum are fictional creations, yet their struggles reflect 

the moral dilemmas faced by countless individuals in real life. Ajay embodies the silent 

professional—an educated urban Indian navigating the intersection between technological 

progress and ethical responsibility. Simran represents the fearless yet vulnerable voice of 

journalism, a profession that carries the immense burden of defending truth in an age of 

misinformation and power politics. Vibhum symbolizes the invisible guardians of integrity—

individuals who operate in shadows, confronting systemic corruption while risking their own 

safety. 

The narrative unfolds primarily through a journey that begins in Delhi and moves across the 

highways of northern India toward Bathinda. But the physical journey is only the outer layer 

of the story. Beneath it lies a deeper exploration of trust, moral courage, institutional failure, 

and the psychological complexities of individuals confronting powerful systems. 

Modern thrillers often rely on fast-paced action, dramatic conspiracies, and sudden 

revelations. While Bus to Bathinda certainly contains elements of suspense and intrigue, the 

novel attempts to go beyond the conventional boundaries of the thriller genre. It seeks to 

examine the psychological architecture of individuals caught within a moral conflict. The real 

tension of the narrative does not arise merely from external threats but from the internal 

struggles experienced by the protagonists. 



Ajay must confront the uncomfortable realization that technological advancement alone 

cannot guarantee ethical progress. Simran must reconcile her professional commitment to 

truth with the personal dangers that accompany investigative journalism. Vibhum must 

navigate the complex terrain between loyalty to institutions and loyalty to justice itself. 

These dilemmas reflect a larger question that confronts modern societies across the world: 

How should individuals act when institutions designed to protect justice become 

compromised? 

The novel therefore explores not only the mechanics of corruption but also the human 

consequences of silence. Corruption is rarely sustained by a single powerful individual. 

Instead, it flourishes through networks of fear, indifference, opportunism, and moral 

compromise. In such an environment, the courage of even a few individuals can disrupt an 

entire system. 

Another important theme within this narrative is the transformative nature of unexpected 

encounters. In real life, many of the most important relationships and alliances emerge from 

chance meetings—moments that initially appear insignificant but later prove decisive. The 

bus journey in this novel serves precisely that purpose. Three strangers meet by coincidence, 

yet their shared commitment to truth gradually transforms them into allies confronting a 

common adversary. 

The setting of the story within the broader geography of northern India also carries symbolic 

significance. The highways connecting Delhi to Punjab represent arteries of economic growth 

and social change. Along these roads one can witness the complex contrasts of modern 

India—rapid industrial expansion beside traditional agricultural communities, modern 

infrastructure intersecting with centuries-old cultural traditions. 

Within this dynamic landscape, questions about development, land rights, economic power, 

and governance frequently collide. The corruption network depicted in the novel emerges 

from these tensions, reflecting the complex interplay between political authority, corporate 

interests, and local communities. 

However, it is important to emphasize that the novel does not attempt to portray a pessimistic 

image of India. On the contrary, the central message of Bus to Bathinda is fundamentally 

hopeful. The story suggests that even within flawed systems, individuals possess the capacity 

to challenge injustice and reclaim moral agency. 

Ajay, Simran, and Vibhum are not superheroes endowed with extraordinary abilities. They 

are ordinary individuals confronted with extraordinary circumstances. Their courage arises 

not from invincibility but from their willingness to confront fear. 

In this sense, the bus journey becomes a metaphor for the broader journey of society itself. 

Each passenger represents a different response to the ethical challenges of modern life. Some 

remain silent observers. Others become reluctant participants. A few choose to confront 

injustice directly. 

The novel invites readers to ask themselves an uncomfortable but necessary question: If 

placed in a similar situation, which role would we choose? 



Beyond the suspenseful narrative, the book also attempts to capture the emotional texture of 

travel across northern India. The roadside tea stalls, the long stretches of highways, the quiet 

conversations between strangers, and the subtle shifts in landscape all contribute to the 

atmosphere of the story. Travel has a unique ability to strip away the distractions of routine 

life, forcing individuals to confront deeper thoughts and emotions. 

In many ways, the bus itself becomes a symbolic microcosm of society—a confined space 

where individuals from diverse backgrounds temporarily share a common journey. Within 

this space, personal identities become fluid. A businessman might sit beside a student, a 

journalist beside a laborer, a government official beside a farmer. For a brief moment, social 

hierarchies dissolve and human stories intersect. 

Such spaces often produce unexpected revelations. 

From a literary perspective, Bus to Bathinda attempts to combine elements of psychological 

suspense with broader socio-political commentary. The narrative moves between external 

action and internal reflection, allowing readers to experience both the physical danger faced 

by the characters and the emotional transformations that accompany their decisions. 

The pacing of the novel reflects the rhythm of travel itself—periods of quiet contemplation 

interrupted by sudden moments of tension. Just as a highway journey alternates between calm 

stretches and unpredictable hazards, the narrative gradually builds toward moments of 

confrontation and revelation. 

Writing this novel was also an opportunity to explore a question that has fascinated thinkers, 

philosophers, and writers for centuries: What compels individuals to act morally in a 

world where injustice often appears powerful and entrenched? 

The answer, perhaps, lies not in grand ideological frameworks but in deeply personal choices. 

Moral courage frequently begins with small decisions—moments when individuals refuse to 

remain silent despite the risks involved. 

Ajay’s decision to safeguard crucial evidence, Simran’s determination to pursue investigative 

truth, and Vibhum’s commitment to exposing systemic corruption all represent variations of 

this moral choice. 

The journey they undertake together ultimately becomes not just a fight against external 

adversaries but also a process of personal transformation. By the end of the story, each 

character emerges changed—not because they have defeated every injustice but because they 

have discovered the power of collective integrity. 

In many ways, this transformation represents the true destination of the journey. 

 

Why This Book 

Every book begins with a question. 



The question behind Bus to Bathinda is both simple and profound: 

What happens when ordinary individuals encounter extraordinary moral challenges? 

In an era dominated by rapid technological advancement, global connectivity, and 

unprecedented economic transformation, societies across the world face increasingly complex 

ethical dilemmas. While progress has created remarkable opportunities, it has also generated 

new forms of power concentration and institutional vulnerability. 

Corruption, misinformation, and systemic manipulation have become global concerns 

affecting democracies, economies, and public trust. 

Within such an environment, literature plays an important role. Stories possess the unique 

ability to explore complex moral questions through the lived experiences of characters. 

Unlike abstract political analysis or journalistic reporting, fiction allows readers to 

emotionally engage with the dilemmas faced by individuals navigating difficult 

circumstances. 

The purpose of this book is therefore not merely to entertain but also to provoke reflection. 

The characters in Bus to Bathinda represent three distinct responses to contemporary 

challenges. 

Ajay symbolizes the technically skilled professional whose work contributes to national 

development yet who must confront ethical questions about the systems within which he 

operates. 

Simran embodies the voice of investigative journalism—a profession that remains essential 

for democratic accountability but increasingly faces intimidation and institutional pressure. 

Vibhum represents those individuals working within investigative or intelligence frameworks 

who attempt to protect public interest despite bureaucratic and political complexities. 

Together, these characters illustrate the fragile but powerful alliance that can emerge between 

technology, journalism, and investigative integrity. 

The bus journey connecting Delhi and Bathinda thus becomes a symbolic narrative space 

where these forces intersect. 

Another reason for writing this novel lies in the recognition that modern societies often 

underestimate the importance of individual agency. In discussions about corruption and 

governance, attention frequently focuses on institutional reform and policy frameworks. 

While such reforms are undoubtedly necessary, they cannot substitute for the moral courage 

of individuals. 

Systems change when people change. 

Institutions improve when individuals choose integrity over convenience. 



Stories like Bus to Bathinda remind us that ethical transformation often begins with personal 

decisions rather than abstract policy debates. 

The novel also seeks to capture the psychological complexity of individuals operating within 

morally ambiguous environments. Rarely are situations clearly divided between heroes and 

villains. Instead, individuals navigate layers of conflicting loyalties, professional obligations, 

personal fears, and ethical responsibilities. 

Understanding these complexities is essential for building societies capable of confronting 

systemic challenges. 

Finally, this book is also an exploration of the power of unexpected connections. The bus 

journey serves as a reminder that human destinies often intersect in unpredictable ways. A 

brief conversation between strangers can alter perspectives, create alliances, and initiate 

transformations that extend far beyond the original encounter. 

In a world increasingly dominated by digital communication and virtual interactions, the 

physical experience of shared travel still retains a unique ability to foster human connection. 

Perhaps that is why journeys remain such powerful literary symbols. 

A bus traveling through the night, carrying passengers toward an uncertain destination, 

mirrors the broader journey of society itself. Each individual aboard the vehicle carries 

personal hopes, fears, and secrets. Some passengers remain passive observers. Others become 

active participants in shaping the direction of the journey. 

Ultimately, the question facing every reader is the same question confronting the characters 

within the story: 

When confronted with injustice, will we remain silent passengers, or will we choose to 

act? 

Bus to Bathinda is an attempt to explore that question—through suspense, human drama, and 

the enduring belief that courage, even when exercised by a few individuals, can illuminate the 

darkest roads. 

And sometimes, the most extraordinary journeys begin with something as simple as boarding 

a bus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chapter 1 — Departure 

The night bus to Bathinda stood at the crowded terminal of Delhi, its engine rumbling 

impatiently like a beast waiting to be unleashed. 

Among the passengers was Ajay Malhotra, a quiet man in his early thirties with sharp eyes 

and a controlled demeanor. To the outside world he was simply a software engineer traveling 

to Punjab for work. 

But appearances often lie. 

Ajay carried a small black backpack containing a laptop, a phone, and a memory drive that 

could expose a network of corruption stretching across several states. 

He took seat number 18. 

Outside the bus window, the city lights flickered like restless thoughts. 

The bus slowly rolled forward into the darkness. 

 

Chapter 2 — The Girl in Seat 19 

Just as the bus was leaving the terminal, a young woman hurried inside. 

Her hair was slightly messy, her breathing heavy as if she had been running. 

“Seat 19,” she said politely. 

Ajay moved slightly. 

“Ajay,” he introduced himself after a moment. 

“Simran.” 

Her voice was calm, but her eyes scanned the bus carefully. 

Ajay noticed something unusual. 

Simran looked less like a casual traveler and more like someone evaluating threats. 

 


