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Behind the Beautiful Smiles

A Romantic Novel
By Devanssh Mehta

Prologue — The Mask of Happiness

Human beings have mastered the art of smiling.

In crowded streets, glittering offices, universities, and even inside homes, people wear smiles
as if they are shields. These smiles hide pain, disappointment, longing, and sometimes secrets
that even the closest relationships cannot uncover.

Some smiles are genuine.

Others are survival.

This is a story about two people who looked happy to the world but carried silent storms
within their hearts.

It is a story about love that grew slowly, painfully, and beautifully.

It is a story about what truly exists behind the beautiful smiles.

Chapter 1 — The City of Silent Dreams

Delhi was a city that never slept.

Its roads carried millions of dreams every day—students chasing careers, professionals
chasing success, and lonely souls chasing meaning.

Among them lived Aarav Malhotra, a young architect known for his creativity and calm
personality.

Aarav had a gentle smile that people admired.

His colleagues believed he was a man who had everything—success, intelligence, charm, and
stability.

But the truth was different.

Five years earlier, Aarav had lost the woman he loved in a tragic accident.



Since then, his life had become structured, disciplined, and emotionally distant.
He smiled.

But he never truly felt happiness.

Chapter 2 — The Girl with the Radiant
Smile

Across the city lived Meera Kapoor, a literature teacher at a prestigious college.
Meera possessed a smile that could brighten an entire room.

Her students adored her enthusiasm and positivity.

But behind that cheerful personality was a deeply wounded heart.

Two years earlier, Meera had gone through a painful broken engagement.

The man she trusted had left her just weeks before their wedding.

The humiliation had been devastating.

Since then, Meera had promised herself one thing:

She would never trust love again.

Yet she continued smiling.

Because the world respects strength, not vulnerability.

Chapter 3 — An Unexpected Meeting

Their lives crossed paths unexpectedly.

Aarav had been invited to deliver a guest lecture at Meera’s college on architecture and
urban design.

Meera was responsible for organizing the event.
When Aarav entered the seminar hall, their eyes met briefly.

It was a fleeting moment, but something about that glance felt strangely familiar.



During the lecture, Aarav spoke about how cities reflect human emotions.

“Buildings,” he said, “are like human personalities. Some are strong and bold, while others
quietly carry history within their walls.”

Meera listened carefully.

For the first time in years, she felt intrigued by someone.

Chapter 4 — Conversations Begin

After the lecture, Meera thanked Aarav for his presentation.

Their conversation was simple at first.

But gradually, it became deeper.

They discussed literature, art, philosophy, and the psychology of cities.
Both discovered something surprising.

They were comfortable with each other.

Neither of them knew why.

But sometimes the heart recognizes connections faster than the mind.

Chapter 5 — Friendship Without
Expectations

Weeks passed.

Aarav and Meera began meeting occasionally.
Coffee conversations turned into long evening walks.
They laughed.

They shared stories.

But neither spoke about love.

Both carried scars.



Both feared emotional attachment.
Their friendship became a safe space.

A place where neither needed to pretend.

Chapter 6 — The Truth Behind Smiles

One rainy evening, Meera asked Aarav a question.

“Why do you always smile but never talk about your past?”
Aarav remained silent for a long moment.

Finally, he said softly,

“Because some memories are too heavy to share.”

That night, Aarav revealed the story of the woman he had lost.
Meera listened quietly.

For the first time, Aarav allowed himself to cry.

And Meera realized something profound:

Sometimes the strongest people are simply the ones who have suffered the most.

Chapter 7 — The Walls of the Heart

A few days later, Aarav asked Meera about her own life.
Meera hesitated.

But eventually, she told him about her broken engagement.
The betrayal.

The humiliation.

The loss of trust.

Aarav did not offer advice.



He simply listened.

And sometimes, listening is the purest form of empathy.

Chapter 8 — A Growing Bond

Their connection deepened.

They began understanding each other without words.
Meera admired Aarav’s quiet strength.

Aarav admired Meera’s resilience.

Slowly, their smiles became more genuine.

But both were still afraid of what their hearts were beginning to feel.

Chapter 9 — The Fear of Love

One evening Aarav said something unexpected.

“Meera, do you believe people deserve a second chance at love?”
Meera looked away.

“I don't know,” she replied.

“Sometimes love breaks people so badly that they never recover.”
Aarav understood.

Because he felt the same.

Chapter 10 — The Distance

Suddenly, Aarav began distancing himself.
He stopped meeting Meera frequently.

He responded less to her messages.



Meera felt confused and hurt.

She wondered if she had trusted someone again too quickly.

What she didn't know was that Aarav had realized something frightening.
He was falling in love again.

And he feared losing someone once more.



