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DISCLAIMER

The views and opinions expressed in the articles published in the Indian Journal of
Legal Affairs and Research are those of the respective authors and do not necessarily
reflect the official policy or position of the IJLAR, its editorial board, or its affiliated
institutions. The IJLAR assumes no responsibility for any errors or omissions in the
content of the journal. The information provided in this journal is for general
informational purposes only and should not be construed as legal advice. Readers
are encouraged to seek professional legal counsel for specific legal issues. The
IJLAR and its affiliates shall not be liable for any loss or damage arising from the

use of the information contained in this journal.
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Introduction

Welcome to the Indian Journal of Legal Affairs and Research (IJLAR), a
distinguished platform dedicated to the dissemination of comprehensive legal
scholarship and academic research. Our mission is to foster an environment where
legal professionals, academics, and students can collaborate and contribute to the
evolving discourse in the field of law. We strive to publish high-quality, peer-
reviewed articles that provide insightful analysis, innovative perspectives, and
practical solutions to contemporary legal challenges. The IJLAR is committed to
advancing legal knowledge and practice by bridging the gap between theory and

practice.
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Preface

The Indian Journal of Legal Affairs and Research is a testament to our unwavering
commitment to excellence in legal scholarship. This volume presents a curated
selection of articles that reflect the diverse and dynamic nature of legal studies today.
Our contributors, ranging from esteemed legal scholars to emerging academics,
bring forward a rich tapestry of insights that address critical legal issues and offer
novel contributions to the field. We are grateful to our editorial board, reviewers,
and authors for their dedication and hard work, which have made this publication
possible. It is our hope that this journal will serve as a valuable resource for
researchers, practitioners, and policymakers, and will inspire further inquiry and

debate within the legal community.
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Description

The Indian Journal of Legal Affairs and Research is an academic journal that
publishes peer-reviewed articles on a wide range of legal topics. Each issue is
designed to provide a platform for legal scholars, practitioners, and students to share
their research findings, theoretical explorations, and practical insights. Our journal
covers various branches of law, including but not limited to constitutional law,
international law, criminal law, commercial law, human rights, and environmental
law. We are dedicated to ensuring that the articles published in our journal adhere to
the highest standards of academic rigor and contribute meaningfully to the

understanding and development of legal theories and practices.
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THE FUTURE OF DESIGN PATENTS IN INDIA:
EMERGING TRENDS AND STRATEGIC PATHWAYS

AUTHORED BY - DEVANSSH MEHTA
TRM WRITERS LLP, M.pharmacy, MBA and B.Pharmacy,
Modipuram Meerut Uttar Pradesh India

Abstract
Design patents are rapidly evolving as strategic intellectual property (IP) assets within India’s
innovation ecosystem. Historically overshadowed by technological patents and trademarks, design
patents are gaining renewed attention amid India’s transition toward design-led manufacturing and
global branding competitiveness. This review examines the legal landscape, economic drivers,
technological influences, and strategic role of design patents in contemporary Indian industry. Key
future trends—including increased design filings, integration with digital manufacturing systems,
alignment with global treaties, and the role of artificial intelligence (Al) in design generation—are
explored. Implications for policymakers, industry stakeholders, and innovators are analyzed in the
context of India’s “Make in India” initiative and global trade dynamics. The paper concludes with
recommendations for strengthening design protection frameworks, fostering design awareness,

and leveraging design patents as cornerstones of India’s innovation economy.

Keywords: design patents, India, intellectual property, innovation policy, industrial design

Introduction
Design patents, often termed design registrations in India, protect the aesthetic and ornamental
aspects of products rather than functional features. While patents safeguard inventions and
trademarks protect brand identity, design patents uniquely secure visual appearance—shapes,
patterns, and configurations that enhance consumer appeal. In contemporary global markets driven
by design differentiation, the strategic value of design patents continues to rise (Cornish, 2020).
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In India, the evolution of design protection reflects the country’s broader industrial transformation
from commodity-based production toward design-led manufacturing. The Government of India’s
push toward “Make in India,” digital economy frameworks, and participation in international IP
treaties (e.g., Hague Agreement) collectively signal a critical inflection point for design innovation
(IP India, 2023). Against this backdrop, this review assesses the future trajectory of design patents

in India, explores emerging trends, and articulates policy and industry implications.

Historical and Legal Context of Design Patents in India
Evolution of Design Law
Design protection in India is governed primarily by the Designs Act, 2000, which updated and
replaced earlier statutes to align with global standards. The Act defines a “design” as features
applied to an article that influence its visual appearance, excluding functional or technical aspects
(Designs Act, 2000). Registration confers exclusive rights for 15 years (initially five, renewable
twice for five years), allowing holders to prevent unauthorized copying and strengthen competitive

positioning.

Comparative Frameworks

Globally, design rights operate through varied legal instruments. The United States uses design
patents under Title 35 of the U.S. Code, emphasizing ornamental designs, while the European
Union employs Community Designs with unitary protection across member states (WIPO, 2021).
India’s design regime, though robust, historically lagged behind in filings due to limited design

awareness and enforcement challenges.

Drivers of Growth: Why Design Matters More Today
Market and Consumer Dynamics
Modern consumers increasingly make purchase decisions based on product aesthetics, usability,
and emotional appeal—dimensions at the heart of design innovation (Norman, 2013). In India’s
burgeoning consumer markets—electronics, automotive, lifestyle goods, and fast-moving

consumer goods (FMCG)—design has become a key differentiator.
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Policy Imperatives

The Government’s Design India initiative, complemented by Make in India, has spotlighted design
as a strategic asset. These policies aim to enhance India’s global competitiveness by empowering
designers and manufacturers to protect and monetize creative assets (Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade [DPIIT], 2022).

Current Trends in Indian Design Patents
Increasing Filings and Awareness
Data from the Indian Patent Office shows a notable rise in design registrations across sectors such
as mobile devices, home appliances, and industrial machinery (IP India, 2024). Small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) and startups are increasingly seeking design protection as part of
comprehensive IP portfolios. This shift reflects recognition that design patents can both safeguard

innovation and act as market signaling tools.

Sectoral Shifts: From Traditional to Tech-Enabled Goods
Design filings are diversifying into tech-enabled products—wearables, 10T devices, and user
interfaces—indicating integration of industrial design with digital technologies (Sharma & Rao,

2023). These trends suggest that India’s design landscape is aligning with global technology shifts.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions
1. Integration with Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Al-driven design tools are transforming the creative process. Generative design algorithms
can produce thousands of aesthetic permutations, optimizing for both form and
manufacturability. As Al becomes more prominent, legal frameworks will need to clarify
ownership of Al-generated designs and reconcile them with existing design patent criteria
(Smith, 2024).

Implication: Clarity on Al design ownership and patentability criteria will be essential for

innovators and firms investing in Al technologies.
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2. Digital Manufacturing and Rapid Prototyping
Additive manufacturing (3D printing) enables rapid, cost-effective production of complex
forms. This capability expands design possibilities and increases the relevance of design
patents to protect novel forms emerging from digital workflows.
Implication: Design patents will become integral to digital manufacturing strategies, with
accelerated commercialization timelines.

3. Harmonization with Global IP Regimes
India’s accession to the Hague System for the International Registration of Industrial
Designs (anticipated to facilitate global design protection) will simplify multi-
jurisdictional filings, reduce costs, and encourage Indian innovators to pursue international
design rights (WIPO, 2023).
Implication: Global harmonization will strengthen India’s participation in global supply
chains and elevate Indian design exports.

4. Strategic Use in Competitive Markets
In competitive industries like consumer electronics and fashion, design patents function as
strategic assets—blocking rivals, enabling licensing deals, and enhancing brand portfolios.
Indian firms are increasingly adopting design patents not just for protection but as leverage
in cross-licensing and collaborative commercialization agreements.
Implication: Strategic IP management will require integration of design patents into
broader business models and competitive strategies.

5. Design Commerce and Digital Platforms
Platforms like e-commerce and social media amplify the importance of product aesthetics
and design branding. In digital retail ecosystems, visual appeal directly influences
conversion and brand loyalty.
Implication: Design patents will be critical in defending against online copying and

counterfeit designs on digital marketplaces.
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Challenges and Constraints
Awareness and Institutional Capacity
Despite progress, many Indian innovators, especially MSMEs, lack adequate awareness of design
patent benefits and application procedures. Capacity constraints within design offices can prolong
examination timelines, dampening incentives.
Analysis: Targeted outreach and streamlined workflows are needed. Training programs at design

schools and industry forums will elevate design literacy.

Enforcement and Legal Remedies

Enforcement of design rights remains challenging, particularly in decentralized markets and
informal manufacturing sectors. While statutory remedies exist, practical execution—injunctions,
damages, border enforcement—requires stronger coordination between IP offices, customs
authorities, and the judiciary.

Analysis: Strengthening enforcement mechanisms, including specialized IP courts and digital

monitoring tools, will enhance deterrence against infringement.

Balancing Functionality and Aesthetics Criteria

Indian design law traditionally excludes functional features from protection. However, as products
become multifunctional and hybrid in character, delineating ornamental versus functional aspects
becomes complex and contestable.

Analysis: Clear jurisprudence and examiner guidelines will reduce ambiguity and enable

consistent grant criteria.

Policy Pathways and Strategic Recommendations
1. Strengthening Design Education and Awareness
Incorporate design and IP strategy modules into engineering, management, and vocational
curricula. Industry—academy collaborations can foster design-thinking mindsets among

future innovators.
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2. Expanding Examination Infrastructure
Upgrading patent office infrastructure with digital tools and examiner training will
accelerate design examinations and improve quality.

3. Incentivizing SMEs and Startups
Policy instruments—subsidies for design filings, fast-track examination, and expert
advisory support—can lower entry barriers for resource-constrained innovators.

4. Enhancing Enforcement Mechanisms
Develop specialized enforcement units, leverage Al for automated detection of online
infringements, and foster judicial capacity for IP disputes.

5. International Linkages and Harmonization
Finalize procedures for Hague System accession, negotiate design protection norms in

trade agreements, and align domestic law with global best practices.

Implications for Innovation and Economic Growth
Design patents are no longer peripheral IP instruments; they are essential drivers of brand equity,
consumer engagement, and value creation. In the Indian context, the convergence of policy
support, manufacturing modernization, and digital commerce presents a unique window of
opportunity. Firms that strategically protect and commercialize design assets will gain competitive

advantages in both domestic and global markets.

Economic Impact: Enhanced design patenting can increase export competitiveness, attract

foreign investment, and stimulate high-value job creation in design disciplines.

Innovation Ecosystem: Design patents intersect with engineering, marketing, and consumer

research, fostering interdisciplinary innovation cultures within firms.

Conclusion

The future of design patents in India is robust, shaped by policy impetus, technological evolution,
and global economic dynamics. Strategic integration of design protection within business and

innovation frameworks will unlock new avenues of competitiveness for Indian enterprises.
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However, challenges in awareness, enforcement, and legal clarity must be addressed through
coordinated policy action, capacity building, and international collaborations. As India transitions
toward a design-led growth paradigm, design patents will increasingly act as linchpins of

innovation, shaping not only products but entire industries and market narratives.
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